Buffalo Trace Area Agency on Aging & Independent Living

Policies and Procedures Manual


SECTION  VI
Elder Abuse Prevention Program Development
Policy Statement

Buffalo Trace Area Agency on Aging and Independent Living shall provide for a community Elder Abuse Prevention program in consultation with the Department for Aging and Independent Living to develop and enhance programs to address elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

Procedure:

(1) The AAAIL will carry out activities to develop, strengthen and carry out programs for the prevention, detection, assessment, and treatment of, intervention in, investigation of, and response to elder abuse, neglect and exploitation (including financial exploitation).

(2) The AAAIL shall coordinate with the Long Term Care Ombudsman, senior centers, long-term care facilities, judicial, law enforcement and other community agencies.

(3) The AAAIL shall provide for public education and outreach to identify and prevent elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.

(4) The AAAIL shall provide for public education and outreach to promote financial literacy and prevent identity theft and financial exploitation of older individuals.

(5) The AAAIL shall ensure the coordination of services provided by AAAIL with services instituted under the state adult protective services program, state and local law enforcement systems, and courts of competent jurisdiction.

Training Policy Statement

The Buffalo Trace Area Agency on Aging and Independent Living shall conduct training for individuals on the identification, prevention, and treatment of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, with particular focus on prevention and enhancement of self-determination and autonomy. 

Procedure:

(1) Training will be scheduled and provided for individuals including:

(a) caregivers described under Title III E

(b) professionals, and

(c) paraprofessionals, in relevant field
(2) Provide technical assistance to programs that provide or have the potential to provide services for victims of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation and for family members of the victims.

(3) Conduct special and on-going training, for individuals involved in serving victims of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation on the topics of self-determination, individual rights, State and Federal requirements concerning confidentiality, and other topics determined by Buffalo Trace AAAIL to be appropriate

Reporting Policy Statement

The Buffalo Trace Area Agency on Aging & Independent Living recognizes and supports the provisions of KRS 209.030, which sets forth provisions of mandatory reporting of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.

Policy:

It is mandatory that Buffalo Trace Area Agency on Aging and Independent Living staff  and or BTAAAIL Providers make a report to the Department for Community Based Services Division of Protection and Permanency whenever they believe that an adult has been abused, neglected or exploited.

Procedure:

When a worker suspects that an individual is being abused, neglected or exploited, that worker is required to 

· Make a report to the DCBS Protection and Permanency office or the Adult Protective Service worker;

· Request the central intake or local office of P&P or APS provide follow up to the worker reporting the abuse;

· Document the report in the individuals case file;

· In an emergency situation the BT
· AAAIL worker should call 911 or local law enforcement.
Buffalo Trace AAAIL shall preserve the confidentiality of records in order to protect the rights of older individuals, releasing information only to those that have a need to know or through a release of information.
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