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BUFFALO TRACE AREA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN

1. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the Buffalo Trace Area Development District (BTADD) Public Involvement Plan is to describe actions the BTADD Regional Transportation Committee shall take to provide opportunities for the public to be involved in the statewide transportation planning process.  It serves as a guide for BTADD to follow in planning public involvement opportunities.

True public involvement is central to good decision-making.  Without meaningful public involvement, there is a risk of making less than optimal decisions.  With it, there can be a lasting contribution to the regional well being of our neighborhoods, towns, cities, and counties.  The best policy decisions by government are made in context of public participation.  The 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) and its successor, The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) of 1998, set the policy directions for greater public participation in federal and state transportation decision-making.  The mandates of ISTEA, TEA-21 and SAFETEA-LU have fostered a more concentrated effort to develop and maintain comprehensive and effective public outreach programs in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The goal of the public involvement plan will be to broaden the public input process in an effort to reach more sectors of the public.  Public awareness will be a very important element in gaining public input.  Emphasizing the importance of communicating and coordinating with other agencies and interests is also vital to the public involvement process.  Ultimately, public involvement enhances the ability to implement transportation solutions that improve safety and efficiency, protect natural and human environments, and contribute to community vitality. 

In order to gain cooperation in implementing transportation improvements, government, industry, commerce and citizens need to understand what the problems are, what improvements are necessary, what the effects will be and when each element of the program will be ready for public use and/or input.  Opening transportation planning to the public through advisory committees and publishing and distributing the transportation improvement program are ways to inform the public of such issues.  

2. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The BTADD will conduct a public involvement process that will allow all persons access to the transportation planning process providing opportunities to influence the decision making process. This action will provide opportunity for all persons and interest groups to participate in the identification, evaluation, and recommendation of prioritized transportation needs. This process will involve transportation committee meetings, as well as public meetings with specific interest groups to discuss transportation issues, as deemed appropriate by the BTADD and/or the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC).  The BTADD will make every effort to include the transportation disadvantaged and underserved populations, including representatives from minority and low-income populations as well as all other effected populations in the region, on committees or in public meetings held for the purpose of soliciting input for transportation plans, issues and/or projects. 

Activities to engage low-income and minority populations will be discussed and developed through efforts of the BTADD Regional Transportation Committee.  The BTADD will encourage participation by minority and low-income populations in the transportation planning process, including but not limited to, committee membership, meeting with various civic groups, neighborhood meetings, or other methods of contacting, informing and obtaining input from subject populations. 

BTADD REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
The Regional Transportation Committee consists of representatives from each of the counties in the Buffalo Trace Region. The Regional Transportation Committee plays a major role in the BTADD public involvement process.  

Regional Transportation Committee meetings are open to the public.  The BTADD will also hold local or regional public information/input meetings as requested by the KYTC or by the Regional Transportation Committee to provide additional opportunities for public comments related to transportation issues and the transportation planning process

BTADD Public Involvement activities or topics to be addressed include:

· Public Involvement Process Transportation Needs Evaluation

· Statewide Transportation Planning Process

· Highways

· Public Transportation

· Airports

· Navigable Waterways

· Riverports

· Railroads

· Bikeways/Pedestrian Walkways

· Regional and Corridor Plans/Studies (AA Corridor Study/Meetings)
· Projects as addressed by the KYTC

· Utilizing the BTADD Web Site to post transportation projects / information / comments and providing a link for public feed back

· Address civic groups, chamber meetings, government meetings concerning the statewide transportation process

· Attending Fiscal Court and City Council meetings requesting input for the Unscheduled Projects List (UPL).  This would include obtaining information relative to identifying new projects, evaluating existing UPL and prioritization information.  This process allows the BTADD to be part of the meeting agenda, and allows local citizens the opportunity to also provide comments.

· Utilizing local newspapers to help reach more sectors of the public and provide education on the transportation planning process.

· Utilize existing services/programs at the BTADD to distribute information (i.e. Child Care, Housing, Aging) this could provide more opportunities to reach low-income, minority, and elderly populations

Membership of the Regional Transportation Committee shall consist of a broad representation of interested individuals to promote the goals and objectives of the Committee.  The membership will include, at a minimum, representation of each county and should include the following categories:

1. Elected official or representative for each county and city of 5000 or more in population and/or the mayor of the county seat

2. Law Enforcement representatives (minimum of one city, one county and one state enforcement official)

3. Highway/Public Works representatives from cities and or counties

4. Emergency Medical Service Representatives/ Fire Department Representatives

5. School Transportation Officials

6. Human Service Delivery representatives

7. Representatives of major trucking, logistic, intermodal, rail, airport, riverport or public transportation entities

8. Underserved populations, minority populations

9. Planning and Zoning Commissions/organizations

10. Bikeway/greenway/pedestrian coordinators

11. Economic Development organizations

12. Emergency service representatives

13. Industrial authorities/commissions

14. Public citizens at large

15. Legislative Representation

3. FY 11 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE INVOLVEMENT PLAN
During each fiscal year the BTADD Transportation Planner will prepare a committee involvement plan for the Regional Transportation Committee, describing a minimum of 3 (this is to include county outings to look at transportation issues, freight management meeting, alternative construction products meeting, just to name a few) activities to be undertaken during the year for the purpose of educating/informing the committee of transportation activities (other than traditional meetings).

The Committee has agreed to move forward with additional activities during FY 2011 to further the education process of the public in the Buffalo Trace region.  The first of the activities will include working more relatively with the Buffalo Trace Port Authority Board and including them with any Regional Transportation activities within Buffalo Trace area.  
A second activity that the committee would participate in is for a better public involvement plan, this plan would encourage for more public participation and engagement for the upcoming 2011 prioritization process.  

A third activity the committee is currently actively engaged in is the improvement of the brochure that is given to our Congressional Representatives.  This brochure allows our representatives when speaking in public forums to be aware of the current status of transportation related projects within our region, thus allowing them to assist us in informing the public of the transportation committee’s commitment to furthering transportation within the region.
The committee feels these activities are valid and important to educate the committee members as well as the citizens of the Buffalo Trace region.

The KYTC Division of Planning will be invited to address the Regional Transportation Committee for the purpose of stressing to the committee the importance of their local involvement in the statewide planning process and why they should participate.

4. FY 11 TENTATIVE PRESENTATION ENGAGEMENTS

The BTADD Transportation Planner will plan to attend various civic and government meetings and request speaking opportunities to review the statewide transportation planning process and various transportation documents, i.e. Statewide Transportation Plan and Statewide Transportation Involvement Plan and provide opportunities for review and input. Time, resources and staff are limited; in an effort to schedule potential speaking engagements the BTADD Planner will solicit both the Regional Transportation Committee and BTADD Board of Directors in an attempt to outreach groups and or organizations in the Buffalo Trace Region. Below is a tentative list of potential engagements for FY11.  If the need arises or specific requests are made to address other groups, the BTADD will attempt to schedule those engagements.  

Tentative Groups:
1. Fleming County Chamber of Commerce

2. Fleming County Fiscal Court
3. Augusta /Brooksville Bracken Co. Industrial Authority

4. Bracken County Interagency Council

5. Lewis County Chamber of Commerce

6. Lewis County Interagency Council-transportation Committee (Bi-monthly basis)

7. Maysville-Mason County Industrial Authority

8. Maysville/Mason County Port Authority

9. Robertson County Lions Club

10. Robertson County Fiscal Court

5. REVIEW AND EVALUATION
The public involvement process is flexible and evolving. Other methods should also be identified to allow the public opportunity to review plans, discuss alternatives, question recommendations and express their view.  The BTADD Public Involvement Plan will be reviewed on an annual basis.  During this evaluation process the Regional Transportation Committee should discuss and explore new opportunities/methods for obtaining public input for inclusion into the plan and consider removing inefficient and ineffective methods.

The Regional Transportation Committee has limited resources to accomplish objectives.  It must ensure that funds are spent in ways that will achieve the desired results.  The Regional Transportation Committee must periodically assess the effectiveness of its public involvement techniques to ensure that funds and efforts are achieving the public involvement objective.

